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TWO KINGDOMS, TWO LAWS
Waymon Swain

INTRODUCTION1

In their study of the Scriptures, Bible students encounter two
kingdoms and two written laws that are of God. We need to study and
understand what God’s Word teaches about these kingdoms and laws.
Obviously, everyone needs to know and understand if he is in one or
the other of these kingdoms, as well as which law he is obligated to
obey.

For many years, in our efforts to convert them to Christ, we taught
people in the denominational churches that the first law, the Law of
Moses, had served its purpose and had been taken away. Unfortunately,
in recent years, little, if any, proper instruction regarding the two
kingdoms in question has been presented to anyone in or out of the
Lord’s church. Today, Christians, members of the church of Christ,
need to be taught that the Law of Moses is not binding on anyone in the
Christian Age. Thus, careful attention should be given to the subject for
this chapter, “Two Kingdoms–Two Laws.”

A KINGDOM’S COMPONENTS
What does it take to make up a kingdom? At least four things are

necessary to make up a kingdom: 1) There must to be a king, 2) There
must be a territory, (3) There must be subjects over which the king
rules, and 4) There must be a law for the people to keep.

When God gave the children of Israel the land of promise, the land
of Canaan, He ruled them with Judges. The law had been given through
Moses at Mt. Sinai. God’s system for ruling Israel was a Theocracy. As
time progressed, the people became dissatisfied with God’s way of
ruling them through the Judges. They were the only nation ruled this
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way. They went to Samuel, the last great Judge, and told him they
wanted to be like all the other nations—they wanted an earthly king.
Samuel spoke with God about the matter. God told Samuel to give
them a king. He explained to Samuel that they had not rejected him
(Samuel), but that they had rejected Him, i.e., God and His way. With
Samuel’s appointment of Saul to be the first earthly king to rule over
the children of Israel, Israel’s status as a physical kingdom was fully
realized. Now, the four things necessary to constitute a kingdom were
in place: 1) There was a king, Saul, 2) There was a territory, the
promised-land, i.e., the land of Canaan, 3) There were subjects, the
children of Israel, and 4) There was a law, the Law of Moses.
About This Physical Kingdom

It is needful to consider some points about this physical kingdom.
How did one enter (i.e., as a citizen) this kingdom? Since it was a
physical kingdom, it was entered by a physical birth. All one had to do
to be in this kingdom was to be born a descendant of Abraham through
Isaac and he would automatically be in this physical kingdom. Once
one was born into this kingdom, from his youth he was taught to know
God and His law. In Deuteronomy 6:1-10, we read:

Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judg-
ments, which the Lord your God commanded to teach you, that
ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it: That
thou mightest fear the Lord thy God, to keep all his statutes and
his commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son,
and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may
be prolonged. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that
it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as
the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that
floweth with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God
is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these
words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt
write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. And it
shall be, when the Lord thy God shall have brought thee into the
land which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
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to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou
buildedst not.

Again, a person was born into this kingdom, and then he was taught to
know God and His law. It must be emphasized that one neither had to
know God nor His law to get into this physical kingdom.

This was one of the problems Nicodemus had in understanding
what Jesus was telling him in John 3. Nicodemus knew and understood
that he had been born into the kingdom of Israel. Now, Jesus, the
Teacher that came from God, tells him he needs to be born again. The
reason Nicodemus did not understand was because he could not easily
comprehend the differing nature of the two kingdoms. One was a
physical kingdom—this was the one Nicodemus, a descendant of
Abraham, was already in because of his physical birth. But Jesus comes
and tells him about another birth that was required before one could
enter another kingdom, a kingdom of a different kind. Yes, it was going
to take another birth, but not a physical birth like Nicodemus referred
to when he mentioned entering his mother’s womb the second time to
be born. Had he understood the nature of this second kingdom and the
kind of birth about which Jesus was speaking, he would not have asked
the question he did. Like many people today, Nicodemus needed to
understand that the law under which he was born, and the physical
kingdom of which he was a citizen, was not to be everlasting. Scrip-
tures plainly reveal this fact.

Passages in the Old and New Testaments confirm that a new
kingdom and a New Law was to replace the old kingdom and the Old
Law. Jeremiah prophecied:

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them, saith the Lord (Jer. 31:31-32).

Showing its fulfillment, the writer of Hebrews quotes the Jeremiah
passage, saying:

For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and with the house of Judah, not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took
them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, because
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they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not,
saith the Lord (Heb. 8:8-9).

When Israel’s law came to an end, so did the kingdom of Israel. God
did not leave His people in a kingdom without a law. He had promised
to set up another kingdom (Dan. 2:44). This kingdom was to have its
beginning after Jesus ascended back to His Heavenly Father (Dan.
7:13-14). Acts 1:9-10 records Christ’s ascension and Acts 2 confirms
the second kingdom’s establishment on the first Pentecost after Christ’s
resurrection. On that day, Peter proclaimed: “Therefore [David] being
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that
of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ
to sit on his throne” (Acts 2:30). Here, we have Christ sitting on His
throne and reigning as King. Remember, four things are necessary to
have a kingdom: a King, a territory, subjects, and a law. In this case: 1)
Jesus is the King, 2) the whole world is the territory, 3) members of the
church, the citizens of His kingdom are His subjects, and 4) the New
Testament is the law His church obeys and by which it lives.

THE TWO KINGDOMS ARE NOT ALIKE
Let us note some of the differences in the two kingdoms. First, it

should be pointed out that while the first kingdom was temporary, the
second kingdom is eternal. Regarding the eternal nature of the second
kingdom, Daniel prophesied: “God of heaven set up a kingdom, which
shall never be destroyed ... and it shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2:44).

The first kingdom was physical, but the second kingdom is a
spiritual kingdom. It is the church of Christ. It is the church that Jesus
promised to build in Matthew 16:18, where He declared: “I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” As noted
earlier, His kingdom/church was established on the first Pentecost
following the resurrection of Christ, in A.D. 33.

Another difference is how one enters this kingdom. One entered the
first kingdom by a physical birth, but one enters the second kingdom
by a spiritual birth. This is the one Jesus spoke of when He told
Nicodemus: “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God” (Jn. 3:3). Nicodemus had entered the first kingdom via his
natural birth. However, to enter the second kingdom, which is a
spiritual kingdom, Nicodemus would have to be “born of water and of
the Spirit” (Jn. 3:5).

In the first birth (a physical birth), one was not taught before
entering the first (physical) kingdom. Herein lies another difference.
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Before one can enter the second (spiritual) kingdom he must be taught.
Because this is such a vital distinction between the first and second
kingdoms, it merits a closer look.
Knowledge Prior To Citizenship In The Second Kingdom

 A person must be taught and understand what he is doing when he
enters Christ’s kingdom. This is noted in Hebrews 8:11, where we read:
“And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least
to the greatest.” Why would the writer say, “they shall not teach every
man his neighbour” under this New Law? Because every person in this
kingdom will have already been taught to know the Lord, and will
know and understand what he must do to enter the kingdom of Christ
as one of its citizens. In the Great Commission, Jesus said: “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Mt. 28:19). Please
note, there was teaching before one was baptized. One must have faith
in the operation of God. This operation of God is the removal of one’s
sins when he is buried with Christ in baptism (Col. 2:10-12). This
occurs when one is born of the water. For one to have faith in the
operation of God, there must be some teaching before he is baptized
(Rom. 10:17; Mk. 16:15-16).

Being taught before entering Christ’s kingdom is not an optional
matter. Jesus explains: “No man can come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. It
is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me” (Jn. 6:44-45). When one comes to God in obedience to the
Gospel, he becomes a Christian, he is saved, and the Lord adds that
person to His kingdom. He has been born again. Jesus says we cannot
come to Him except the Father draws us. How is this drawing done?
One must be “taught of God.” Thus, there must be some teaching
before we can come to Christ. There must be some hearing and learning
on our part. There must be an understanding of what we are doing and
what is happening to us before and during our being born again, i.e.,
our spiritual birth.

When one is born again, he must understand that his sins are being
forgiven; that he is being saved, and that he is being added to the
Lord’s church. One cannot come to Christ without first being taught
these facts. So, for one to be in the Lord’s spiritual kingdom, His
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church, there must be teaching, hearing, learning, then he must respond
by coming to Christ. This is one of the reasons Christ gave the Great
Commission. We are to go into the entire world and preach the Gospel
to every creature. Those who obediently respond to that teaching and
are baptized then become citizens in the Lord’s kingdom, members of
the church of Christ.

 If there is no longer a king for the first kingdom, and no longer a
law for the first kingdom, it follows that the physical kingdom of Israel
has ceased to be. The one kingdom that remains is the spiritual
kingdom, the body of Christ, the New Testament church, the one of
which we are to be members.

THE TWO LAWS
A casual reader of the Bible will come to know and understand

there are two laws. One is the Law of Moses found in the Old Testa-
ment and the other is the Law of Christ found in the New Testament.
Paul, writing to the Christians of Galatia who desired to keep the Old
Law (Gal. 4:21), gave them an allegory in which two women (a
bondmaid and a freewoman) represented the two laws or covenants. He
said: “[T]hese are the two covenants” (Gal. 4:22-24). In his allegory,
the bondmaid represents the Old Law and the freewoman represents the
New Law.

To show there are two laws, note how they are identified by various
terms. One is called “THE FIRST” (Heb. 10:9). “THE LAW” (Jn.
1:17). “THE LAW OF MOSES” (Acts 13:39). “OLD” (Heb. 8:13). “A
SCHOOLMASTER” (Gal. 3:24-25). The other, the New Law is called
“THE SECOND” (Heb. 10:9). “GRACE AND TRUTH” (Jn. 1:17).
“THE LAW OF CHRIST” (Gal. 6:2). “NEW” (Heb. 8:13). “THE
FAITH” (Gal. 3:23). From these and other Scriptures we come to
understand there are two laws.

God had a purpose in giving the Old Law. The Law of Moses was
given to make known sin. Paul wrote: “What shall we say then? Is the
law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had
not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Rom.
7:7). Educating man regarding sin, by design the Old Law was given
to help restrain men from sinning. Answering the question, “Wherefore
then serveth the law?” Paul says, “It was added because of transgres-
sions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it
was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator” (Gal. 3:19). Another
purpose of the Old Law was that it served as a schoolmaster (or tutor)
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to bring us to Christ (Gal. 3:24). The “us” in this verse refers to the
Jews. Also, note that the Old Law was given so the Jews could come
to Christ in order to be “justified by faith.”

God did not intend for the first law to be an everlasting law. Pay
special attention to the words “till” and “seed” in Galatians 3:19. The
Old Law was given “till the seed should come.” The “seed” was Christ.
Verifying this, Paul declared: “Now to Abraham and his seed were the
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16, emphasis added). Thus,
the Old Law, i.e., the Law of Moses, was given till Christ came. When
He came, He took the Old Law out of the way and nailed it to the cross.
Jesus terminated the Old Law by “Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it
out of the way, nailing it to his cross” (Col. 2:14). The Greek word that
is translated “blotting out” means something that has been canceled. It
does not mean it has been destroyed. Jesus fulfilled the Old Law, He
did not destroy it (Mt. 5:17).

Along with the entirety of the Law of Moses, enforcement of the
Old Law as a religious law was canceled. The writer of Hebrews says:
“Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the
first, that he may establish the second” (Heb. 10:9). This verse is saying
that God took away the first law (the Old Testament) that He might
establish the second (the New Testament). He also said we are
sanctified by the second law which was the Law of Christ, the New
Testament (vv. 10, 14, 29). Speaking of the Old Law, Paul said, “no
man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The
just shall live by faith” (Gal. 3:11). Declaring that justification comes
by faith, Paul penned: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).

Man cannot be under two different laws at the same time. In
Romans 7, Paul shows that just as a person cannot be married to two
different people at the same time, a person cannot be subject to two
different laws at the same time. He said if a person is married to another
person while his or her first mate is still living, that person would be
living in sin. Then, Paul explained: “But now we are delivered from the
law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter” (Rom. 7:6). From
this we see that neither Jew nor Gentile is under the Old Law. Today,
the New Law is of force (Heb. 9:17).
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OLD LAW DISADVANTAGES
Many who think and/or teach that men today are amenable to the

Law of Moses (or any part of it) need to restudy the matter. Inspiration
lets those of such persuasion know that their vain attempts to keep the
Old Law leads to undesirable consequences they do not want. First,
going to the Law of Moses “cafeteria style,” selecting certain laws and
omitting others, will not work. This is so because if one is going to
keep any part of the Old Law, he becomes a debtor to do the whole law
(Gal. 5:3). According to Galatians 2:21, if men are to keep the Old
Law, Christ died in vain. Galatians 5:4 indicts: “Christ is become of no
effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen
from grace.” Why? Because the law came through Moses, but “grace
and truth” came through Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:17). Referring to the people
of the churches of Galatia who were leaving the New Law and going
back to keep the Old Law, Paul feared that his labor in their behalf was
“in vain” (Gal. 4:10-11). In view of fact that the New Law does what
the Old Law could not do (i.e., take away sin, justify and make its
subjects perfect, and provide the way into the Holiest of all), it is
unreasonable to subject oneself to the Old Law.

ADVANTAGES OF THE NEW LAW
We are told in Hebrews 8:6 that the New Testament or Covenant

is better than the Old Covenant. Regarding what it can do for sinful
man, the New Testament is far superior to the Old Testament—it can
do what the Old Testament could never do.

Under the New Testament our sins can be taken away, but the
sacrifices offered under the Old Testament could not take away sins.
Hebrews 10:3-4 affirms: “But in those sacrifices there is a remem-
brance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Heb. 10:3-4).
However, Christ offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice for sin, one that
made the forgiveness of sins possible (Heb. 10:9-12; cf. 9:22; 10:26).

When Jesus died, He also took away and forgave the sins of all
those who had lived righteously under the Old Testament. “And for this
cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal
inheritance” (Heb. 9:15, emphasis added). Under the Old Law, man
could not be perfect and could not have the forgiveness of his sins, but
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under the New Law of Christ man can be perfect. The writer of
Hebrews makes the point: “If therefore perfection were by the Levitical
priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need
was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec,
and not be called after the order of Aaron?” (Heb. 7:11). This shows
that the Old Law could not provide perfection. The Old Law left man
in sin and away from God. If forgiveness and perfection had been
possible under the Old Law, there would have been no need for another
law or another high priest (Heb. 7:11-12). When Christ died on the
cross and shed His blood, He perfected forever those who are being
sanctified, which are those who will obey Him. “For by one offering he
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). Christ,
with the one offering of Himself, did for man what all the millions of
sacrifices offered under the Old Law could not do.

The Old Law did not provide an inheritance of God’s promises, but
under the New Testament, Christians obtain an eternal inheritance.
God’s promise to Abraham that he would have a son, one through
whom the entire world would be blessed, was neither disannulled nor
fulfilled by the Law of Moses, i.e., the Old Law—the promised
inheritance came through the New Law, not the Old Law. Paul
forcefully stresses:

Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a
man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or
addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises
made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And
to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, that the covenant,
that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was
four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it
should make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be
of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham
by promise (Gal. 3:15-18).

The Old Law promised death to sinners. The New Testament promises
eternal life to the children of God. Today, we are “heirs of the promise”
(Heb. 6:17), because we are in Christ and living under the New
Testament (Gal. 3:24-29).

The great advantages of the New Law over the Old Law can be
clearly seen in the “Before Faith”–“After Faith” comparison chart on
the following page. It was originally prepared  by Mare W. Gibson and
is from Back to Basics, volume 6, February 2008. As it appears here,
it has been edited to accommodate the available space.
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BEFORE FAITH
The Law of Moses

The law of Moses (Mosaic Cove-
nant) was delivered to the children of
Israel (Ex. 24:3) and continued until
Jesus died on the cross (Col. 2:14).
The Jewish Nation

Under the Law of Moses, the
Jewish Nation was God’s special
people (Ex. 19:5-6), and salvation was
of the Jews (Jn. 4:22).
Fleshly Circumcision

Circumcision was required of all
males born into the nation of Israel
(Lev. 12:3). It was also required of all
strangers who wished to partake of
the Passover (Ex. 12:44-48).
Animal Sacrifices

Animal sacrifices were required
under the law of Moses in the burnt
offerings (Lev.1:2-17), peace offer-
ings (Lev. 3), and the sin and trespass
offerings (Lev. 4-5).
Sins Remembered

The animal sacrifices served as
“a remembrance again made of sins
every year. For it is not possible that
the blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins” (Heb. 10:3-4). The
Priest stood “ministering and offering
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins” (v. 11).
Because of this, a “consciousness of
sins” was maintained.
Sabbath Observed

The observation of the Sabbath
day was the fourth commandment of
the Ten Commandments: “Remember
the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex.
20:8-11, Deut. 5:12-15). There were
also provisions for the land to “keep a
sabbath unto the Lord” when the land
was allowed to rest in the seventh
year (Lev. 25:2-22).

AFTER FAITH
The Law of Christ

We are “under the law to Christ”
(1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2). The first cove-
nant was taken away so that Christ
might establish a second (Heb. 10:9).
All Nations

Under the law of Christ, all men
of all nations can become a part of
God’s faithful remnant (Isa. 2:2; Lk.
24:47; Eph. 2:11-22).
Circumcision of the Heart

In Christ, we are “circumcised
with the circumcision made without
hands” to remove sin from the heart,
and this is accomplished when buried
in baptism (Col. 2:11-12).
Spiritual Sacrifices

God’s people now make up a
spiritual priesthood to offer up accept-
able spiritual sacrifices to God in
Christ (1 Pet. 2:5; Rom. 12:1; Heb.
13:15; Phil. 4:18).

Sins Remembered No More
One of the blessings of the new

covenant of Christ is that “their sins
and their iniquities will I remember
no more” (Heb. 8:12; Jer. 31:34).
Only through the blood of Jesus is full
and eternal redemption obtained (Heb.
9:12). Before faith there was a re-
membrance of sin, but in Christ there
is remission of sin, and no more need
for an offering (Heb. 10:18).
The First Day of the Week

After faith came, old covenant
“Sabbath-keeping” passed away (Col.
2:16-17). No New Testament Chris-
tian observed the Sabbath as part of
the law of Christ. They worshipped on
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7;
1 Cor. 16:2). This Day was also the
day of the Lord’s resurrection and
establishment of the church.
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CONCLUSION
If men are to keep the Old Law of Moses, then all the Scriptures we

have studied mean nothing to us. Have we misunderstood these
Scriptures? Paul said: “For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man,
so making peace” (Eph. 2:14-15). Many might try to rebuild that old
wall, but we need to let it stay where it has fallen. We are not saying
that the Old Law has no purpose today. Paul said, “For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning” (Rom.
15:4). May God help us to study God’s Word more. Speaking of Christ,
at the Mount of Transfiguration, God said: “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Mt. 17:5). In Hebrews, the
writer said: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds” (Heb. 1:1-2). We are no longer
under the first law, the Law of Moses. Now, we are under the Law of
Christ, the New Testament.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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